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Continued on other side

34th Annual Historic Easton House Tour 
Spotlights Neighborhoods

In the nearly 30 years Pat Haviland 
has volunteered with the Historic 
Easton House Tour, she has watched 
Easton’s change for the better. Alongside 
these changes has grown an interest in 
architecture throughout the city.

“When I first started, it was only 
homes and only College Hill,” says 
Pat. “Easton has had such a rebirth 
in so many of the areas that there was 
pressure on myself and many other 
people to expand. There are wonderful 
residences throughout the Easton area 
as are going to be on our tour.”

This year’s tour will introduce 
architecture enthusiasts and history 
buffs to seven private residences 
scattered throughout Downtown, 
Southside, West Ward and College 
Hill. This includes one property 
being rehabbed by the Easton 
Redevelopment Authority.

“These are historic properties, 
really eclectic and stately residences. 
It’s a wonderful day for people who 

are interested in architecture and 
interested in the Easton area,” says Pat.

The House Tour is a passion 
project of a dedicated group of 
volunteers, many of whom have been 
working together for nearly a decade. 
“They’re all so devoted. They do this 
year after year,” says Pat of her fellow 
volunteers.

The tour not only offers a unique 
look at Easton’s architecture, but 
each year the money it raises goes to 
support Easton Main Street Initiative 
(EMSI). A small percentage goes to 
support historic preservation through 
another local organization; this year, 
that is the Easton Public Library.

“The tie in with EMSI and 
contributing our funds that we make 
from the tour is really near and dear 
to everyone’s heart. We all think this 
is a great organization,” says Pat.

The 2014 Historic Easton House 
Tour is on Saturday, May 3 from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The self-guided tour 

begins at Riverside Park on Larry 
Holmes Drive. Buy tickets before 
May 3 for $20.00 at the EMSI office, 
Giacomo’s and other locations 
throughout Easton, Forks and Palmer. 
Tickets can also be purchased online 
at www.eastonmainstreet.org and on 
the day of the tour at Riverside Park 
for $25.00. 

Volunteer 
Spotlight: 
Jennifer 
Minervini

As a volunteer with the Easton 
Main Street Initiative, Lafayette College 
junior Jennifer Minervini has enjoyed 
the unique opportunity to get to 
know the Easton area as not just a 
student, but a resident. “My favorite 
part is immersing myself in the Easton 
community,” she says. She adds, “It’s 
about learning about being an active 
citizen in service.”

If you get your news on Downtown 
Easton events via EMSI’s website, 
Facebook page or the Downtown 
Easton mobile app, you can thank 
Jennifer for making sure they are 
in sync. She also helps to distribute 
Downtown Easton Map & Guides to 
local businesses and maintain the list 
of available properties.

She found the opportunity to 
volunteer with EMSI through Lafayette’s 
Landis Center and encourages other 
students to do the same: “More 
students should take advantage of 
building relationships with businesses 
downtown,” she says. In addition to her 
work with EMSI, Jennifer volunteers 

with the Easton Community Center 
and the Nurture Nature Center.

A Government & Politics major 
with a minor in Spanish, Jennifer 
hopes to continue on to law school 
after graduating from Lafayette. 
She says volunteering has shown 
her how policies actually affect the 
downtown environment and business 
development, as well as what a career 
in local government might be like. 

Interested in volunteering with 
EMSI? Contact Kim Kmetz at  
kim@eastonpartnership.org to learn 
about opportunities.

Get into the 
Summer Groove 
with Easton’s 
Concert Series 

Mark your calendars: Easton Main 
Street Initiative’s popular summer 
concert series returns May 2nd. All 
concerts are free and open to the 
public. Dine downtown before or 
after the show (or catch Centre Square 
concerts from the patio of a restaurant 
on the Square).
LIVE AT RIVERSIDE

These concerts take place the first 
Friday of the month from 7:30 p.m. 
to 9:30 p.m. Grab beer, wine and light 
fare at the Porters’ Pub / Black and Blue 
Tent during the show. Sponsorship is 
provided by Van Cleef Engineering 
Associates and Norris, McLaughlin & 
Marcus, P.A.
•	May 2nd: Easton Area High School 

Jazz Band High school jazz at its 
finest.

•	June 6th: James Supra Blues Band 
High-Energy, Harmonica Driven, 
Rock-n-Blues. Special Opening Act: 
Kayla Avitabile starts at 7pm

•	July 11th:  A Few Good Men 
Special Opening Act: School of 
Rock, Easton starts at 7pm
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•	August 1st: Joyous R&B and soul – 
straight out of Easton, PA

•	September 5th: Slicked-Up 9s  
A high-energy and fiery blend of 
Jump Blues and Swing

LIVE IN THE SQUARE
Catch these concerts the last Friday 

of month in Centre Square from 
7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Sponsorship 
provided by VM Development Group 
and Boyle Construction Management.
•	May 30th: TBD
•	June 27th: Trouble City All Stars 

A five-piece roots/rocksteady/reggae 
band.

•	 July 25th: Stinking Badges 
Eclectic and acoustic mix from 
yesterday to today.

•	August 29th: Quimby Mountain 
Band Part funk, blues, southern 
rock, reggae and soul, mixed in  
with a jam-like flare.

•	Sept. 26th: Madam Freak 
Come. Dance. Freak. Repeat.

TUNES AT NOON
Take your lunch break with these 

concerts every Friday in May and June, 
noon to 1 p.m. Sponsorship provided 
by the City of Easton and Cartridge 
World, Phillipsburg.
•	May 2nd: June Thomas
•	May 9th: The Roux

•	May 16th: Carter Lansing
•	May 23rd: High Street
•	May 30th: Steve McDaniel
•	June 6th: Erin McClelland
•	June 13th: Scott Harrington
•	June 20th: Karen & Amy Jones
•	June 27th: Leah Fuls and Friends

Downtown Easton 
Gift Card Program 
Springs Forward

The Downtown Easton Gift Card 
began with the idea that it should be 
easy to shop local without turning gift 
giving into an even more challenging 
task. Seven months later, that’s looking 
like an idea with merit.

Last September, the Easton Main 
Street Initiative launched the gift card 
program in cooperation with the Easton 
Business Association, Merchants Bank 
and the Easton Chamber of Commerce. 
A generous sponsorship from Easton 
Hospital made it possible. Between the 
launch and Christmas, EMSI sold 481 
cards valued at nearly $21,000.

The program launched with 58 
businesses participating, including 
the Easton Farmers’ Market and the 

computerized parking meters around 
the downtown. Since then, eight 
new businesses have been added 
to the roster:, 3rd and Ferry Fish 
Market, Ahlum Gallery, Time Photo 
Studios, Batuque, Easton Yoga, Edible 
Arrangements, Gino’s Pizza and 
VapeMeister USA.

With spring upon us, we’re entering 
another gift-giving frenzy. EMSI has 
launched a new spring marketing 
campaign to promote Downtown 
Easton Gift Card sales for weddings, 
graduations, teacher gifts, coach gifts 
and Mothers’ Day. 

To purchase gift cards, visit the Sigal 
Museum (342 Northampton Street, 
610-253-1222) or the EMSI office  
(35 S. 3rd Street, 610-330-9940).

Herb Planters 
Bring Urban Food 
Gardening to 
Downtown

Most planters in downtown Easton 
are populated by flowers during the 
spring and summer months, but you 
may see something a little different 
around the residential corner of 2nd 
and Spring Garden Streets. There, the 
Easton Main Street Design Committee 
will be filling planters with an array of 
edible herbs for neighbors to use.

The committee introduced this 
program last year, according to Barbara 
Hinkson, Design Committee member 
and owner of downtown garden shop 
Compost. “There were good reviews, 
but the planters need to be kept better,” 
says Barbara. “So this year, we’re asking 
neighbors to get involved.

Building on lessons learned from 
last year, the eight pots around this 
intersection will be planted with 
mixtures of compatible herbs. For 

example, thirsty plants like basil and 
tarragon will go one corner, while 
plants that like a drier environment, 
like lavender and rosemary, will go in 
another. Barbara says they hope to mix 
some less familiar herbs like lemongrass 
with popular standbys like basil.

This not only provides a culinary 
tool for residents, but helps support 
downtown residents’ interest in 
gardening. Plus, Barbara says, it’s a 
great way to teach kids basic plant care.

Neighbors can help by watering 
and using the plants—this helps keep 
them pruned. “People can grab what 
they need while they’re cooking,” 
says Barbara, adding that the plants 
also provide natural bug repellent. 
To better match future plantings with 
neighborhood needs, the committee 
is looking for feedback from nearby 
residents about which herbs they 
prefer.

“This is a great way for the neighbors 
and the Design Committee to get 
involved together in the city’s growth,” 
says Barbara. “The planters are going 
to need their neighbors to keep them 
together and make them beautiful.”

Look for fresh herbs at 2nd and 
Spring Garden at the end of April. If 
you’d like to help fill in planters around 
the downtown or make suggestions 
for herbs, contact Kim Kmetz at  
kim@eastonpartnership.org.

There is so much going on 
in downtown Easton! Check 
out eastonmainstreet.org  
for a full calendar of 
downtown 
events and 
download the 
Easton app 
today!
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