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WHAT IS THE
BUSINESS BUGLER?

You asked. We answered. We’ve changed our
quarterly What’s Up, Downtown? Newsletter
to the Business Bugler. Business owners wanted
more information about upcoming events and
programs. So we changed the focus of our quarterly newsletter to focus exclusively on news
that Downtown business owners need. We’ll
let you know about upcoming events across the
Greater Easton Development Partnership programs. We’ll cover the parking, volunteer and
sponsor info ahead of big festivals. We’ll share
news about business grants and workshops.
And we’ll note the larger issues that we want
to cover at our next Business Owner Roundtable. That way, we can all think about some
of our community’s larger issues, and discuss
them when we’re all together. We’ll also point
out new businesses, share a calendar of events
and include upcoming themes for Easton Out
Loud. We’ll deliver one to each business each
quarter. Have an idea of something you’d like
to see included in the next Business Bugler?
Email kelly@eastonpartnership.org.

SAVE THE DATE:
Business Owner
Roundtable

Our Spring Business Owner Roundtable is
just around the corner! We’ll meet at 8 a.m.
Wednesday, April 11, at the Easton Police
Department, 48 N. Fourth St. (please enter around the rear of the building). Join us
for coffee and light refreshments as we provide
business updates, discuss a busy spring events
season and discuss larger issues that affect
Downtown businesses. On this month’s agenda:
Daytime economy focus group results, communication with Easton Main Street Initiative after
our move, and an update on the Da Vinci project.
If you have a topic you’d like to discuss
with the group, please let us know. Email
kim@eastonpartnership.org.

EASTON FARMERS’ MARKET
DEBUT IS RIGHT AROUND THE
CORNER
After the recent nor’easters, it may not feel like
Spring is coming anytime soon. But before long,
the Easton Farmers’ Market summer season will
be upon us, and visitors will spend their weekend
mornings perusing the fresh, local produce, blooming flowers and artisan goods found at the market.
May 5 marks the opening day for America’s longest
continually-running open-air market. Approximately
35 vendors will return to Centre Square from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m., every Saturday through Nov. 17.
Want to get your business out in front of the
3,000-5,000 visitors who frequent the Farmers’ Market each week?
Downtown Easton businesses can take advantage of
a 50 percent discount on the sponsorship rate for
Easton Farmers’ Market. For $250, sponsors receive
the following benefits:
• Logo and website link to be featured on the market’s website and e-update for the year
• A feature article about your business highlighted
in one of the weekly e-updates (mailed to 9,000+
subscribers)
• Opportunity to display brochures or flyers each
week in the market’s Information Tent

• 2 pre-scheduled market days to promote your
business at the Information Tent
• Opportunity to stroll the market handing out information to visitors on any market day

Questions? Call Megan McBride at 610-330-9942
or email megan@eastonpartnership.org for more
information. EFM is a program of GEDP, a 501c3
registered nonprofit.
EASTON FARMERS’ MARKET
FESTIVAL SCHEDULE FOR 2018
May 5 - Opening Day
June 9 - Strawberry Day
June 23 - June Bee Jamboree
July 7 - Happy Birthday EFM - 266 years!
July 21 - Zucchini 500
August 4 - Peach Day
August 18 - Tomato Day
September 1 - Sunflower Day
September 15 - Chile Pepper Day
October 20 - Apple Jam
Nov. 17 - Last Day of Regular Season
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22 - Holiday Market in Centre Square

EASTON MAIN
STREET INITIATIVE
HAS MOVED!

Easton Main Street Initiative has moved from 35
S.Third Street to the offices above Easton Public
Market, 325 Northampton St. The move brings
all the Greater Easton Development Partnership programs under one roof: Easton Farmers’
Market, Easton Public Market, Easton Ambassadors, Easton Main Street Initiative, PA Bacon
Fest, and our Events and Promotions team.
Please note, other than the address, the contact
info for Kim, Amy and Kelly remains the same:
Kim Kmetz: kim@eastonpartnership.org;
610-330-9940 or 610-533-9588 (cell)
Amy Boccadoro: amy@eastonpartnership.org;
610-330-9947
Kelly Huth: kelly@eastonpartnership.org

HAVE YOU FOUND A PARTNER?
The annual shopping and tasting crawl invites hundreds of visitors to Downtown Easton for a free day
of browsing through their favorite shops and sampling the best cuisine Easton has to offer. It’s a great
way to advertise spring inventory and new menu
items, as well as a way to meet your customers.

Retailers are required to partner with a Downtown
or Easton neighborhood restaurant for the event,
which will be held noon to 4 p.m., Saturday, April
14. Restaurants are asked to prepare and distribute
food or beverage samples for the event, and to make
necessary arrangements to keep things hot or cold
at their partnering store.

MEET LOCAL
BUSINESS OWNERS
AT THE NEXT EBA
MIXER!

Easton Business Association Monthly Networking Events are held from 5:30-7 p.m. on the
third Wednesday of each month. The networking events are a great way to meet your fellow
business owners in Downtown Easton. Did you
know it’s free to become a member of the EBA?
And the EBA can coordinate free ribbon cuttings for new businesses. Learn more about the
organization at Eastonow.com.
Wednesday, April 18
5:30 –7 p.m. Location TBA
Wednesday, May 16
5:30 –7 p.m. Location TBA
To host or suggest a location for a future mixer,
email info@eastonnow.com.

A few other notes:
•B
 eer/wine pairings are encouraged.
• Restaurants are encouraged to have 400+ samples.
•B
 arring space and the restaurateur’s willingness,
we are also encouraging the retailer to have a
presence in the restaurant that night from 6-8 p.m.
• To help with cross promotion, the retail/restaurant partners are encouraged to offer coupons/
gift certificates to their companion business (ex.
Spend $100 and receive a $20 coupon/gift certificate to XXXXX).
•B
 usinesses are required to find their own
partner.

Visitors will be encouraged to start their day at the
Info Concierge Tent in Centre Square to pick up a
game card. Those who receive 15 or more stamps
from participating retailers, and return their game
card to the Info Concierge Tent, will be entered
into a raffle to win a fabulous prize from one of our
amazing, wonderful, exceptional, generous Downtown Easton businesses. (Psst. We could use donations of prizes :)
We’ll be sharing the event with local media partners and adding it to local events calendars. We also
shared a story about Spring into Easton with Lafayette College parents in hopes that they’d see it as a
good excuse to come visit their students and spend
the day in Downtown Easton!
Want to donate a raffle prize or have questions about the event? Contact Jo Moranville at
jo@eastonpartnership.org or 610-250-2063.
More information: Find and share our event on
Facebook. Search “Spring into Easton” or find it on
the Greater Easton Development Partnership Facebook page.

SPRING EVENTS HAPPENING DOWNTOWN
April
11- Business Owner Roundtable at Easton Police
Department
14 - Spring into Easton
21 - Easton Pub Crawl
21&22 - ACE Arts Tour
27 - Easton Out Loud - DIY event
28 - City-wide Clean Up Day
May
5 - Easton Farmers’ Market opens for the season
5 - Historic Easton House Tour
5 - Bladder Cancer Walk
5 - Start

of Easton Trolley season
(eastontrolley.com)
11 - Live At The Falls - Free Concert in Scott Park
(rain date following Friday)
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12 - Law Enforcement Appreciation Day - Police
Athletic League
19 - Lafayette College Graduation
19 - FAM tour
24 - Freddy Awards
25 - Easton Out Loud - Family Fun & Games
28 - Memorial Day Parade
June
8 - Live at the Falls - Free Concert in Scott Park
9 - EFM Strawberry Day
9 - Larry Holmes Day
16 - Cruise Night
16 - FAM tour
22 - Easton Out Loud - Treasure Hunt
23 - EFM June Bug Jamboree

HISTORIC EASTON
HOUSE TOUR RETURNS

May 5 is shaping up to be a busy weekend. In
addition to the opening day of Easton Farmers’ Market and the Bladder Cancer Awareness
Walk, the 38th Annual Historic Easton House
Tour will send visitors to six homes and three
public spaces throughout the city. The tour is
held rain or shine.

EASTON OUT LOUD IS CRANKING
UP THE VOLUME IN THE SPRING
The participation from Downtown Easton businesses for Easton Out Loud has been awesome, and as
a result we’re finding the new fourth Friday series is
becoming a must with local families.

side our shops. This is a repeat of a successful event
from 2017. Consider offering quoits, hopscotch, giant Jenga and a variety of other fun games on your
sidewalks.

Part of what makes this event work is the way everyone has jumped on board with common themes
-- like Lehigh Valley Beer Week in February and Giving Out Loud in January, where nonperishables were
collected and donated to ProJect of Easton.

June 22 - Treasure Hunt: We will offer a pirate-themed Treasure Hunt with a map and clues to
keep patrons of Easton Out Loud running all over
Downtown to collect clues. Tie into the theme of
Treasure Hunt/Pirates with a fun event in your shop.
If you wish to be part of the Treasure Hunt, you
must let us know in April and you will have to provide us with the clue for your store.We will have a
quarterly prize drawing in June.

We wanted to get the word out earlier to give each
business owner more time to plan and brainstorm
an event, promotion or special that could tie into
Easton Out Loud. Here are the themes for the
spring:
April 27 - DIY event: In April we will have just finished with the annual “Spring Into Easton” event
created by Main Street. This month you will DoIt-Yourself and create an individual event for your
shop that you think your customers will like. It could
be music, games, discounts, whatever you choose.
Important reminder: ***Sign up for the Treasure
Hunt in June if you wish to have your shop as one
of the clues on our map. It will take a long time to
set this up and if you do not sign up early, we cannot
guarantee you will be on the map.***

July 27 - Summer Sidewalk Sale: During our July
Fourth Friday Event one person’s trash is another
person’s treasure! Downtown businesses will be filling the sidewalks with tables full of their sale summer merchandise to get ready for Fall. We are also
planning to host a community yard sale with outdoor games and fun for the whole family.
Be sure to share your EOL event on social media
and let us know what you’re doing as soon as possible, so that we can promote it through the media
and in our monthly passports!

May 25 - Family Fun & Games: Help create an atmosphere of summer fun all over Downtown as
families stroll and play outdoor summer games out-

GEDP IS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS!
Have some spare time, especially evenings and
weekends? The GEDP Special Events & Promotions
Department is looking for volunteers for our ongoing fourth Friday event “Easton Out Loud” as well as
“Spring Into Easton” on Saturday, April 14. Be part of

“the other side” of events, and join a fun-loving crew
that coordinates a variety of events all year long!
Contact Jo Moranville at jo@eastonpartnership.org
or 610-250-2063.
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Tickets cost $25 in advance, $30 at the event.
The tour runs from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (with the
exception of the 1842 Rose complex staying
open until 5 p.m.). Tickets will go on sale one
month prior to the event. Thank you to the following Downtown locations for selling tickets:
• Bloomie’s Flower Shop, 21 N. Second St.
• Mercantile Home, 140 Northampton St.
• Mercantile Outpost, 325 Northampton St.
(Inside EPM)
Tickets will also be available at Giacomo’s Market, 700 Cattell Street; Eileen Reccia Hair Design, 320 Cattell St.; Something Different Boutique, 351 Town Center Blvd., Forks Township;
Mycalyn’s Florals, 30 S. Main St., Nazareth.
Proceeds from the tour will benefit Easton Main
Street Initiative and historic preservation projects around the city.
More information:
http://www.eastonhousetour.com/tickets

DID YOU KNOW?

The Lehigh Valley is in the top 5 regions of its
size in the Northeast in terms of economic
development? That’s the second year in a row
that our area has been recognized, according to
a report from the Lehigh Valley Economic
Development Corporation.

DOWNTOWN EASTON
BUSINESS WATCH

The following businesses recently opened in the
Main Street district.We’d like to welcome them to
Downtown Easton and wish them much success!
Khanisa’s Dessert Shop, 74 N. 4th St., pudding and sweets shop
Access Networks, 225 Ferry St., home networking systems design (pictured above)
Julia’s Little Shop of Soaps, 13 S. 2nd St.,
gifts and bath products
Casa DeFranco, 506 Northampton St., Italian
eatery
Playa Bowls, 16 N. 3rd St., acai-based fresh
fruit bowls and smoothies
Taylor Made Polish and Beauty Studio,
437 Northampton St., custom made polishes and parties
Liberty Tax, 110 S. 3rd St., tax and financial
services
Rose Wealth Advisors, 101 S. 3rd St., financial management services
Auset Gypsy, 15 S. 2nd St., holistic and spiritual products and services
Supplement Exchange, 436 Northampton St., vitamins, supplements and health
coaching
NEW DIGS!
Polliwogs & Petunias has moved from 15 S.
2nd St., to 245 Northampton St.
El Chasqui has moved from 9 N. 3rd St. to
444 Northampton St.
The business listed below have recently closed their
Downtown operations. We are sad to see them go
and wish them all the best with future endeavors.
Paint the City, Easton, 200 Northampton St.
Vizion Beautiful Pieces, 345 Ferry St.
Wicked, 526 Northampton St.
Loose Threads, 436 Northampton St.
Camilleon’s Salon, 10 N. 3rd St.
Comic Book Shop, 106 S. 3rd St.
The Gold Room Boutique, 108 S. 3rd St.
Eccletica, 245 Northampton St.
Twin Rivers Dance Academy, 45 N. Sitgreaves St.

OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE AT EPM
EPM DIGITAL SIGN ADVERTISING:

RETAIL POP-UP SHOPS

The Easton Public Market draws approximately
5,000 visitors per week from a 50+ mile radius. Digital advertising in the market is a great way to reach
new customers who are not familiar with all that
Downtown Easton has to offer. There are two digital signs located within the market that display ads
on a continual basis Wednesday through Sunday.The
monthly advertising price is $100. Ads will run for 5
seconds and appear a minimum of 5 times per hour.
Minimum ad purchase is 3 months. Email: megan@
eastonpartnership.org for more information.

Easton Public Market offers Downtown Easton retailers an opportunity to sell gifts, jewelry, art, apparel and other merchandise via a pop-up table space.
Cost per day is $50 and vendors are required to
provide a certificate of insurance and adhere to all
EPM guidelines. Email: megan@eastonpartnership.
org for more information.
Do you have an idea for partnering your business with EPM? Let us know - we’re all ears! Call
Megan at 610-330-9942.

NEED A PLAN?
SCORE Mentors Offer
Free Business Mentoring

One of the best-kept secrets in Easton is the
free business mentoring service provided to
entrepreneurs and small business owners by
Lehigh Valley SCORE. Whatever stage of business you’re in…dreaming, launching, growing
or transitioning out…a Certified Volunteer
SCORE Mentor is available to meet with you,
understand your challenges, help you evaluate
alternatives and implement your decisions. Your
SCORE Mentor has access to resources across
the nation in every business field imaginable.
Speaking of secrets, all conversations between
client and mentor are held in strict confidence.
You may contact an Easton area mentor directly or request a mentor from the Lehigh Valley
Chapter of SCORE. They’re here for the life of
your business.
Lehigh Valley SCORE:
www.lehighvalley.score.org, 610-266-3000
Easton Area Mentor:
louis.allegra@scorevolunteer.org, 859-576-2873
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EASTON PUBLIC
MARKET TURNS TWO!

EPM will be celebrating its second year in
downtown Easton with special events, live
music, cooking demos and kids activities,
from Thursday, April 12 through Sunday, April 15!

feature: business ideas

EASTON’S BUSINESSES KNOW

Collaboration is
Key to Success
A few months back, a rollicking crowd packed the upstairs room at Two Rivers Brewing Co. The management of Two Rivers honored local business owner,
Anthony J. Marraccini, of Connexions Gallery, by launching a chocolate stout
in his honor. Two Rivers also donated a portion of the proceeds to a charity
of Marraccini’s choice. Many folks who promote Easton’s businesses and social
well-being have been similarly saluted through Two Rivers’ program.
That’s just one small — and fun — way that Downtown Easton’s businesses
collaborate and support each other. Over the last few months, we’ve noticed
several businesses teaming up for festivals, promotions and experiences - and
the results have been fantastic! Collaboration is key to strengthening partnerships between local businesses, supporting the local Downtown economy and
drawing more customers and tourists to Easton.
At the other end of Northampton Street, Mercantile Home enjoys a long-standing relationship with its neighbor, Lille Syster. You’ll often find Lille Syster’s fabulous handmade paper flowers brightening up a corner of Mercantile Home’s
space. And the two collaborate for Easton Out Loud events, organizing block
parties designed to bring more foot traffic into both spaces.
Another delicious partnership? Colonial Pizza now delivers pizzas to Sole Artisan Ales customers. Colonial’s Tara Gomez said Ashley Yundt, of Sole, asked
about the idea.
“She’s a customer and figured that since we’re so close, that it would be great
to establish a relationship with each other,” Gomez says. “So, we’re delivering
pizza to them as a test run.”

The project’s been a runaway success. Sole gets to keep customers who might
have left the bar to eat elsewhere, and Colonial ups its business, even on busy
weekend nights. Win-win for both!
On the 400 and 500 blocks of Northampton Street, two businesses whose
concepts support social interaction and creativity came up with a brilliant brainstorm. Taylor Made Polish allows patrons to create their own high-quality nail
color. Bottle & Bottega, is a BYOB painting class where you can bring your pals
or family along to create a work of art.
The collaborative twist? “We decided to offer a package for patrons in the fall.
Patrons started at Bottle & Bottega, painted their masterpiece, then walked
down the street to create a coordinating nail color at Taylor Made Polish,” says
Vanessa Ungvarksy, owner of Taylor Made Polish. “Look for a themed Mother’s
Day Event this year with a painting activity and matching polish colors.”
Taylor Made Polish is just one of the 17 Downtown and Easton-area businesses
that Bottle & Bottega has collaborated with on an event since opening in March
2017.
Broadening the tactics you use to introduce your business to new customers
not only makes savvy business sense — it can be fun for your patrons, too.With
Easton chock full of creative, fun shops, it’s not hard to imagine the interesting
collaborations that could evolve. We look forward to seeing lots more in the
future.
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GIFT CARD
PURCHASING MOVES
TO SELF-SERVE
KIOSK

As the Downtown Easton Gift Card program
continues into its fifth year, the ease and accessibility of purchasing a card got an upgrade. A
self-serve kiosk was added to the Easton Public Market in April 2017 and has seen increased
traffic throughout the year.
Holiday sales were made easier with earlier
morning, evening and weekend hours at the
Public Market and customers are moving to the
new sales format. With EMSI’s move from our
store-front location on South Third Street, the
kiosk will now be the primary location for onsite sales in Downtown. The kiosk will be available to customers during the operating hours
of the Public Market and is located just outside
the Highmark Farmstand across from Dunder
& Heister.
Online sales are still available
www.eastonmainstreet.org/giftcard.

through

Open enrollment was held at the beginning of
the year and four businesses have joined the
ranks of the 45+ that already accept the card.
New additions are: Taylor Made Polish, The Barber Shop Plus, Supplement Exchange, and Easton
Antique Emporium.

FAÇADE GRANT APPLICATIONS
ARE NOW OPEN

Applications are now being accepted for Façade
Grant money. With Northampton County Council’s
continued support, EMSI is able to use funds from
the Community Investment Partnership Program,
and the Community Improvement Grant through
the Department of Community and Economic Development of Northampton County (NC DCED)
to assist property and business owners in paying for
improvements, signage and design costs. Additionally, proceeds from the Historic Easton House Tour,
a fundraiser supporting EMSI, will be added to the
funds and increase our ability to support additional
projects.
Eligible buildings must be located in the “Main Street
Revitalization Target Area,” the 20 square block area
defined as “Downtown.” Any exterior improve-

ments will be considered for the grant including
paint, windows, repointing, doors, maintenance,
façade repair, lighting and signage. The grant program is a 50 percent match of project costs up to
$5,000. Signage grants will be matched up to $1,500.
Fees for a professional designer are also eligible for
grant funding as part of the total project.
This is a competitive process and applications will
be reviewed by the volunteer EMSI Design Committee and evaluated on a point system scale.
Applications and additional information, including
the eligible grant area and evaluation criteria, can
be found on our website at www.eastonmainstreet.
org/facade.
Deadline for application: Friday, April 13, 2018

If you missed signing-up, watch the Business Bugler for the next open enrollment period in Fall
2018.
If you currently accept the card, please be reminded that:
• If you change or upgrade your POS system, an
EMSI representative will need to re-authorize
your system.
• Sales must be processed at the dollar amount
equal to or less than the amount on the card.
• For problems with accepting the card, please
call the Merchant Support line listed on the
back of the card; they are available for assistance 24/7.
Generously supported by:

NEXT EASTON MURALS PROJECT IS ON THE
HORIZON

An artist will be announced later this month for the third Easton Mural Project location. The mural will
be located at the Genesis Bicycles Retaining Wall on Bushkill Street. Work will start on this mural in
the spring, once the weather warms. To learn more about the Easton Mural Project, see the first two
finished pieces and find out how you can help get more murals around Downtown Easton, please visit
http://www.eastonmurals.org/.
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