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A few months back, a rollicking crowd packed the upstairs room at Two Riv-
ers Brewing Co. The management of Two Rivers honored local business owner, 
Anthony J. Marraccini, of Connexions Gallery, by launching a chocolate stout 
in his honor. Two Rivers also donated a portion of the proceeds to a charity 
of Marraccini’s choice. Many folks who promote Easton’s businesses and social 
well-being have been similarly saluted through Two Rivers’ program.

That’s just one small — and fun — way that Downtown Easton’s businesses 
collaborate and support each other. Over the last few months, we’ve noticed 
several businesses teaming up for festivals, promotions and experiences - and 
the results have been fantastic! Collaboration is key to strengthening partner-
ships between local businesses, supporting the local Downtown economy and 
drawing more customers and tourists to Easton. 

At the other end of Northampton Street, Mercantile Home enjoys a long-stand-
ing relationship with its neighbor, Lille Syster. You’ll often find Lille Syster’s fab-
ulous handmade paper flowers brightening up a corner of Mercantile Home’s 
space. And the two collaborate for Easton Out Loud events, organizing block 
parties designed to bring more foot traffic into both spaces.

Another delicious partnership? Colonial Pizza now delivers pizzas to Sole Ar-
tisan Ales customers. Colonial’s Tara Gomez said Ashley Yundt, of Sole, asked 
about the idea. 

“She’s a customer and figured that since we’re so close, that it would be great 
to establish a relationship with each other,” Gomez says. “So, we’re delivering 
pizza to them as a test run.” 

The project’s been a runaway success. Sole gets to keep customers who might 
have left the bar to eat elsewhere, and Colonial ups its business, even on busy 
weekend nights. Win-win for both!

On the 400 and 500 blocks of Northampton Street, two businesses whose 
concepts support social interaction and creativity came up with a brilliant brain-
storm. Taylor Made Polish allows patrons to create their own high-quality nail 
color. Bottle & Bottega, is a BYOB painting class where you can bring your pals 
or family along to create a work of art.

The collaborative twist? “We decided to offer a package for patrons in the fall. 
Patrons started at Bottle & Bottega, painted their masterpiece, then walked 
down the street to create a coordinating nail color at Taylor Made Polish,” says 
Vanessa Ungvarksy, owner of Taylor Made Polish. “Look for a themed Mother’s 
Day Event this year with a painting activity and matching polish colors.”

Taylor Made Polish is just one of the 17 Downtown and Easton-area businesses 
that Bottle & Bottega has collaborated with on an event since opening in March 
2017.

Broadening the tactics you use to introduce your business to new customers 
not only makes savvy business sense — it can be fun for your patrons, too. With 
Easton chock full of creative, fun shops, it’s not hard to imagine the interesting 
collaborations that could evolve. We look forward to seeing lots more in the 
future.

feature: business ideas

Collaboration is 
Key to Success

EASTON’S BUSINESSES KNOW 
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GIFT CARD 
PURCHASING MOVES 
TO SELF-SERVE 
KIOSK
As the Downtown Easton Gift Card program 
continues into its fifth year, the ease and acces-
sibility of purchasing a card got an upgrade. A 
self-serve kiosk was added to the Easton Pub-
lic Market in April 2017 and has seen increased 
traffic throughout the year.

Holiday sales were made easier with earlier 
morning, evening and weekend hours at the 
Public Market and customers are moving to the 
new sales format. With EMSI’s move from our 
store-front location on South Third Street, the 
kiosk will now be the primary location for on-
site sales in Downtown. The kiosk will be avail-
able to customers during the operating hours 
of the Public Market and is located just outside 
the Highmark Farmstand across from Dunder 
& Heister. 

Online sales are still available through  
www.eastonmainstreet.org/giftcard.

Open enrollment was held at the beginning of 
the year and four businesses have joined the 
ranks of the 45+ that already accept the card. 
New additions are: Taylor Made Polish, The Bar-
ber Shop Plus, Supplement Exchange, and Easton 
Antique Emporium.

If you missed signing-up, watch the Business Bu-
gler for the next open enrollment period in Fall 
2018.

If you currently accept the card, please be re-
minded that:

•  If you change or upgrade your POS system, an 
EMSI representative will need to re-authorize 
your system.

•  Sales must be processed at the dollar amount 
equal to or less than the amount on the card.

•  For problems with accepting the card, please 
call the Merchant Support line listed on the 
back of the card; they are available for assis-
tance 24/7.

Generously supported by:

Applications are now being accepted for Façade 
Grant money. With Northampton County Council’s 
continued support, EMSI is able to use funds from 
the Community Investment Partnership Program, 
and the Community Improvement Grant through 
the Department of Community and Economic De-
velopment of Northampton County (NC DCED) 
to assist property and business owners in paying for 
improvements, signage and design costs. Additional-
ly, proceeds from the Historic Easton House Tour, 
a fundraiser supporting EMSI, will be added to the 
funds and increase our ability to support additional 
projects.

Eligible buildings must be located in the “Main Street 
Revitalization Target Area,” the 20 square block area 
defined as “Downtown.” Any exterior improve-

ments will be considered for the grant including 
paint, windows, repointing, doors, maintenance, 
façade repair, lighting and signage. The grant pro-
gram is a 50 percent match of project costs up to 
$5,000. Signage grants will be matched up to $1,500. 
Fees for a professional designer are also eligible for 
grant funding as part of the total project.

This is a competitive process and applications will 
be reviewed by the volunteer EMSI Design Commit-
tee and evaluated on a point system scale.

Applications and additional information, including 
the eligible grant area and evaluation criteria, can 
be found on our website at www.eastonmainstreet.
org/facade.

Deadline for application: Friday,  April 13, 2018

NEXT EASTON MURALS PROJECT IS ON THE 
HORIZON
An artist will be announced later this month for the third Easton Mural Project location. The mural will 
be located at the Genesis Bicycles Retaining Wall on Bushkill Street. Work will start on this mural in 
the spring, once the weather warms. To learn more about the Easton Mural Project, see the first two 
finished pieces and find out how you can help get more murals around Downtown Easton, please visit  
http://www.eastonmurals.org/.

FAÇADE GRANT APPLICATIONS 
ARE NOW OPEN


